The Left-handed Handshake,

Why Boy Scouts Shake Hands with the Left Hand
There are several ‘explanations’ as to why Boy Scouts shake hands with their left hand, instead of using the right hand as is the normal custom. All of the ‘quick and simple’ explanations, while being correct in Scout Spirit, are essentially wrong in fact: Such as,
“The left hand is closest to the heart; it is the hand of friendship”.

It was the British Lieutenant-General Robert Baden-Powell who started the Scouting Movement in 1907, who gave us the “Boy Scout Handclasp” that he had learned from the native warriors of South Africa.

Before we get into that, we need a little history of where the handshake came from:
The custom of the handshake dates as far back as at least the 5th Century B.C.

In the time of Knighthood in Europe it was the custom of Knights when greeting or approaching each other to raise or open their helmet visors to prove their identities.
Just who is that Knight in full body armor who is approaching you?

The Knight you are approaching could be an enemy in disguise, who has just killed your friend, who was the real owner of the armor and that enemy wearing the armor may want to kill you too.

· Raising your helmet visor to prove your identity is the origin of the Salute.

Then with their right hands they would grasp each others forearms, thus proving they were not hiding a weapon in that hand as to do you harm. To do this they would have to put their swords into their scabbards and sheath their daggers, while still being able to hold their shields and/or the horse’s reins in their left hands.
The handshake originated as a gesture of peace and friendship by demonstrating that the hand holds no weapon.
· This is one origin of the right handed handshake. They would first need to disarm themselves.
· When the Knights shook hands in this way it was to say: “I will not harm you.”
Baden-Powell was assigned military duty in the Transvaal region of South Africa, where he met many peoples from various tribes, such as the Ashanti, Matabele and Zulu. 
The Africans also had a custom of greeting by shaking hands, but they shook with their left hands. To do this they would have to put down their shields, while still holding their weapon in their right hand. 

· The Warriors were fully armed and with no protective shield.
·  When the Warriors shook this way it was to say: “I trust you.”
According to the Ashanti warrior version of the story, when at that time, the then-Colonel Baden-Powell entered Kumasi, the capital city of the Ashanti he was met by one of the Great Chiefs of the Ashanti, B-P saluted them with his right hand, but the Ashanti Chiefs offered their left hands and said, “In our land only the bravest of the brave shake hands with the left hand, because to do so we must drop our shields and our protection.” The Ashanti people knew well of Baden-Powell's bravery because they had fought against him, and also with him, and they were proud to offer the left hand of bravery. -- The Ashanti Chief gave his trust to B-P, whom he entrusted with his very life.
That is why in the Worldwide Brotherhood of Scouting we shake hands with our left hand.

· It is the “Hand of Bravery”
· It is a sign of trust. “I trust you.”







This document is from:

http://www.pineapplefish56.net/Scouting-Fun.html 
           Version 1.4
